PUTNAM COUNTY REPUBLICAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE LOCAL ISSUES SURVEY
CHECKLIST
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Restoring the American Dream
1

Rebuilding the Economy and Creating Jobs. Government cannot create prosperity, though government can limit or destroy it.

2

Fair and Simple Taxes for Growth. More than any other public policy, the way government raises revenue…has the greatest impact on our
economy’s performance…We oppose retroactive taxation…We oppose tax policies that deliberately divide Americans or promote class
warfare…To guard against hyper taxation of the American people in any restructuring of the federal tax system, any value added tax or
national sales tax must be tied to the simultaneous repeal of the 16th Amendment, which established the federal income tax…We believe
American companies should be headquartered in America. We should reduce barriers to accomplishing that goal. Taxes: reduce services
due to increasing costs, or what taxes to increase at what level if not?

3

Responsible Homeownership and Rental Opportunities. We believe that sound public policies can restore growth to our economy, vigor to
the housing market, and hope to those who are now on the margins of prosperity…We will end government mandates that required Fannie
Mae, Freddie Mac, and federally insured banks to satisfy lending quotas to specific groups. Zoning decisions have always been, and must
remain, under local control. Future growth: impact fees for developers, Municipal Service Benefit Units (MSBUs), utility expansion plans

4

Transportation. We propose to remove from the Highway Trust Fund programs that should not be the business of the federal government
[mass transit, bike-share, recreational trails, landscaping, and historical renovations]...Repeal the Davis-Bacon law, which limits employment
and drives up construction and maintenance costs…we will remove legal roadblocks to public-private partnership agreements…[and] end
federal support for boondoggles. Transportation: increased paving, increased maintenance, increased population pressures Better Place
fund use: a description of how it’s used now, how many years left, decision making process

5

Technology. We envision government at all levels as a partner with individuals and industries in technological progress, not a meddlesome
monitor…Government must keep pace with the technology deployed in the private sector. Governmental transparency: ease of using
services and resident involvement in decision making. .Budget process: early resident/elected official involvement; bureaucracy responsive
to questions/concerns; clear presentation to residents.

6

Small Business. Their enterprise is the lifeblood of our economy, but it is weakening…We should reduce the occupational licensing laws that
shut untold millions of potential workers out of entrepreneurial careers. We must overturn the regulatory nightmare.... We must challenge
established interests and traditional business patterns to facilitate market entry of new business models, including inventive means of
transport, delivery, and communication...Minimum wage is an issue that should be handled at the state and local level.
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Workplace Freedom. [Labor law] should encourage cooperation between management and workers, not conflict…Republicans believe that
the employer-employee relationship of the future will be built upon employee empowerment and workplace flexibility…Minimum wage is an
issue that should be handled at the state and local level…A Republican administration should streamline personnel procedures to expedite
the firing of bad workers, tax cheats, and scammers. The unionization of the federal workforce…should be reviewed.

A Rebirth of Constitutional Government
8

We the People. We reaffirm the Constitution’s fundamental principles: limited government, separation of powers, individual liberty, and the
rule of law…More than 90% of federal requirements are now imposed by regulatory agencies, without any vote of [Congress] or signature of
the President…In a free society, the primary role of government is to protect the God-given, inalienable rights of its citizens…Our most
urgent task as a Party is to restore the American people’s faith in their government…Reducing the power, size, and cost of local government
in a time of high inflation: what do we need vs what do we want

9

Judiciary. We…support the appointment of justices and judges who respect the constitutional limits on their power and respect the authority
of the states to decide…fundamental social questions.

10

Bill of Rights. Our First Amendment rights are not given to us by the government but are rights we inherently possess. The government
cannot use subsequent amendments to limit First Amendment Rights…

14

We [support] the Private Property Rights Protection Act…[and] reforms to protect law-abiding citizens against abusive asset forfeiture
tactics…

15

We welcome to our ranks all citizens who are determined to reclaim the rights of the people that have been ignored or usurped by the
federal and intrusive state governments…Every violation of state sovereignty by federal officials is…an assault on the liberties of individual
Americans…We call [to] eliminate this system of conditioned grants so that state and local taxpayers can decide for themselves what is best
for their own communities.

16

Honest Elections. We oppose the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact and any other scheme to abolish or distort the procedures of
the Electoral College…We support legislation to require proof of citizenship when registering to vote and secure photo ID when voting…We
urge that electronic voting systems have a voter-verified paper audit trail…We [want] to ensure that citizenship, rather than mere residency,
be made the basis for the apportionment of representatives among the states.

America's Natural Resources: Agriculture, Energy, and the Environment
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Government Reform
19

Making Government Work for the People. Much of what the (local) government does can be improved, much should be replaced, and much
needs to be done away with or returned to the (people).

20

Balancing the Budget. Republican budgets will prioritize thrift over extravagance and put taxpayers first.

23

Immigration and the Rule of Law. Our immigration system must protect American working families and their wages, for citizens and legal
immigrants alike, in a way that will improve the economy…We have watched, in anger and disgust, the mocking of our immigration laws by
a president who made himself superior to the will of the nation. We stand with the victims of his policies, especially the families of murdered
innocents. Illegal immigration endangers everyone, exploits the taxpayers, and insults all who aspire to enter America legally. We oppose
any form of amnesty for those who, by breaking the law, have disadvantaged those who have obeyed the law…Should local law
enforcement be involved in helping state/fed efforts to reduce illegal immigration in Putnam County?

24

Improve the (Local) Workforce. None…should ever be compelled to join a union or pay dues to it…The inability of federal managers to
discipline and, if necessary dismiss problem staff members is an affront to every conscientious worker, as is the misuse of funds for lavish
conferences and routine bonuses…We call for renewed efforts to reduce, rather than expand, government responsibilities...

25

Regulation: The Quiet Tyranny. Over-regulation is the quiet tyranny of the “Nanny State”...We are determined to make regulations minimally
intrusive, confined to their legal mandate, and respectful toward the creation of new and small businesses. We will revisit existing laws that
delegate too much authority to regulatory agencies and review all current regulations for possible reform or repeal. State/fed mandates:
laws impacting the ability of local elected representatives to do the job. State/fed bailouts: how the funds are determined, spent, red tape
costs, strings attached. Guard against local "do-gooder" ordinances that add to the "Nanny State".

26

Crony Capitalism and Corporate Welfare. When government uses taxpayer funding and resources to give special advantages to private
companies, it distorts the free market and erodes public trust in our political system…We applaud the Republican[s] who have taken the
lead in fighting crony capitalism. Chamber of Commerce: power in decision making, special privileges.
Great American Families, Education, Healthcare, and Criminal Justice

27

Marriage, Family, and Society. We have learned over the last five decades, the loss of faith and family life leads to greater dependence
upon government. That is why Republicans formulate public policy…with attention to the needs and strengths of the family.
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28

A Culture of Hope. We have been fighting the War on Poverty for 50 years and poverty is winning. Republicans propose to evaluate a
poverty program by whether it actually reduces poverty and increases the personal independence of its participants...We call for removal of
structural impediments which progressives throw in the path of poor people: over-regulation of start-up enterprises, excessive licensing
requirements, needless restrictions on formation of schools and day-care centers serving neighborhood families, and restrictions on
providing public services [by the private sector] in fields like transportation and sanitation that close the opportunity door to all but a favored
few.

29

Education: A Chance for Every Child. Education is much more than schooling…It is the handing over of a cultural identity…The federal
government should not be a partner in that effort, as the Constitution gives it no role in education…Parents are a child’s first and foremost
educators, and have primary responsibility for the education of their children…We reject a one-size-fits-all approach to education and
support a broad range of choices for parents and children at the state and local level…More money alone does not necessarily equal better
performance…We strongly encourage instruction in American history and civics by using the original documents of our founding
fathers…We support the English First approach…We renew our call for replacing “family planning” programs for teens with sexual risk
avoidance education...We oppose school-based clinics that provide referrals or counseling…and believe that federal funds should not be
used in mandatory or universal…screening programs. School issues: parental choice, school board decisions, school closings, new schools
planned, busing

30

Title IX. We emphatically support the original, authentic meaning of Title IX…To impose a social and cultural revolution upon the American
people by wrongly redefining sex discrimination to include sexual orientation…has nothing to do with individual rights; it has everything to do
with power.

31

Improving Higher Education. A student’s First Amendment rights do not end at the schoolhouse gates. Colleges, universities, and trade
schools must not infringe on their freedom of speech and association in the name of political correctness…The federal government should
not be in the business of originating student loans…private sector participation in student financing should be restored. Any regulation that
increases college costs must be challenged.. Accreditation should be decoupled from federal financing, and states should be empowered to
allow a wide array of accrediting and credentialing bodies to operate.

35

Ensuring Safe Neighborhoods: Criminal Justice and Prison Reform. We recommit ourselves, as individuals and as a party, to the rule of law
and the pursuit of justice…The power of career civil servants and political appointees to criminalize behavior is one of the worst violations of
constitutional order perpetrated by the administrative state. To deal with this morass, we urge caution in the creation of new “crimes” and a
bipartisan presidential commission to purge the Code and the body of regulations of old “crimes”...Public officials must regain control of their
correctional institutions…We encourage states to offer opportunities for literacy and vocational education…Breaking the cycle of crime
begins with the children of those who are prisoners…The internet must not become a safe haven for predators…We urge energetic
prosecution of child pornography, wihich is closely linked to human trafficking. Law enforcement: too much, too little, just right in your
neighborhood?
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America Resurgent
36

Combatting Human Trafficking. As an estimated 21 million people worldwide are trapped in modern day slavery, we are reminded to be
vigilant against human trafficking in whatever form it appears...We will use the full force of the law against those who engage in commercial
sexual exploitation and forced or bonded labor…The goal of our domestic anti-trafficking programs should be the rescue and safe return of
victims to their homes, not creating a long-term dependency upon public support…We call for greater scrutiny of overseas labor contractors
to prevent abuses against temporary foreign workers brought to the U.S...The horrific deaths of smuggled workers…at the hands of drug
cartels and other gangs highlight the need for total [border] security…Are illegal workers being paid slave wages? If so, should local law
enforcement be used to crack down on employers, landlords who aid and abet this trafficking?
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